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Research that Transforms Lives
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TALENTTOCHANGELIVES!

We develop research projects that transform lives:
www.tec.mx/en/where-research-carried-out

Contact
Email: research.mty@servicios.itesm.mx
www.tec.mx/en
https://jobs.tec.mx/

Research areas with strategic focus: Biotechnology
/Mechatronics and Engineering /Information Technologies,
Electronics and Communications /Health /Sustainable
Development /Humanities and Education /Business /Public
Policy and Social Sciences

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PRESENCE
We are present in México and the world:
26 Campuses in México, 18 Offices around the world
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Our vision, to develop leaders with 
entrepreneurial spirit, humanistic 

outlook and global vision

Our vision, to develop leaders with 
entrepreneurial spirit, humanistic 

Our university is structured in 6 national schools:
• School of Architecture and Design
• School of Business
• School of Engineering and Sciences, main areas: Biotechnology,
Mechatronics and Engineering, Information Technologies,
Electronics and Communications, and Sustainable Development.
• School of Humanities and Education
• School of Medicine and Health
• School of Social Science and Government

www.tec.mx/en
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Latin America and the Caribbean face some economic clouds, but
the region’s universities continue their drive to increase quality
while serving their nations’ needs, as our expanded rankings shows

Times Higher Education World University Rankings
Editorial director, global rankings: Phil Baty |Acting rankings editor: Ellie Bothwell
To raise your university’s global profile with THE, please contact branding@timeshighereducation.com
To unlock the data behind THE’s rankings, and access a range of analytical and benchmarking tools,
contact data@timeshighereducation.com

There’s more information
on our rankings website,
www.thewur.com, where you can
learn about our full portfolio
of global university rankings
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ENGINEERS • SCIENTISTS • ADMINISTRATORS
AGRONOMISTS • DENTISTS • GEOLOGISTS
LAWYERS • HISTORIANS • SOCIOLOGISTS 

MATHEMATICIANS • ARTISTS • POLITICIANS
PSYCHOLOGISTS • ARCHITECTS • LEADERS
TEACHERS • ACCOUNTANTS • DESIGNERS 
DOCTORS • ENVIROMENTALISTS • CHEMISTS

NOT ONLY
INTRODUCING
WORLD-CLASS
MARINE BIOLOGISTS

For over 20 years our researchers at the Faculty of Marine Sciences have been
working to protect, breed and re-introduce the highly endangered Totoaba
fish to the Gulf of California. Threatened with extinction since the early 1990s
through over-fishing, this majestic species can grow up to two metres long,
and are currently at risk from poachers looking to profit from the sale of their
bladders on the black market in Asia.

Become part of our story: www.uabc.mx

TO THE WORLD

AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY
OF BAJA CALIFORNIA

Contact: planeacion@uabc.edu.mx

Become part of our story: 

AUTONOMOUS UNIVERSITY 
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RANKED IN THE TOP 10 IN
THE UK FOR RESEARCH
INTENSITY AND STUDENT
COURSE SATISFACTION*

www.qub.ac.uk

10

*(Times Higher Education REF 2014 Research Intensity ranking,
Guardian University Guide 2018, course satisfaction ranking)
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THE Latin America University Rankings 2018

New faces in
our group portrait

L ast year’s Latin America rank-
ings might be remembered as
much for the universities miss-

ing from the list as for those that
made it.

As a developing pilot exercise in
a continent where universities are
sensitive to being measured against
criteria established for the world’s
very best (and let us be honest, often
the world’s richest) research univer-
sities, some institutions in Latin
America and the Caribbean have
been hesitant to take part in the
rankings. So the 2017 rankings had
many notable missing institutions.

But in 2018 – thanks to the
mounting recognition that univer-
sities across the region need to
embrace global data comparisons
to help them develop and compete
on the world stage – we are
delighted to welcome many new
faces to the Times Higher Educa-
tion Latin America University
Rankings. Absent last year, for
example, was the Pontifical Cath-
olic University of Peru, which re-
enters this year’s rankings at number
18. (It appeared in the 2016 table,

but it provided insufficient data to
be ranked last year.) Peru’s Caye-
tano Heredia University joins the
list for the first time, taking joint
41st place. Jamaica’s University of
the West Indies debuts in the top 40.

The highest ranked new entrant
for 2018 is Brazil’s Federal Univer-
sity of Rio Grande do Sul, which
makes its debut at number 10. We
are also pleased to see Argentina’s
National University of San Martín
make the list for the first time in
19th place. In total, we were able
to collect sufficiently rich and

robust data to rank 129 institutions
from across Latin America and the
Caribbean, compared with 82 insti-
tutions last year.

We thank all participating uni-
versities for their cooperation in
collecting and sharing institutional
data. THE believes passionately
that greater accountability and
transparency, with more informa-
tion made available for public
engagement and more data ana-
lysed for universities’ global bench-
marking, will play a major role
in helping Latin American institu-
tions to improve. We work in full
cooperation with the universities
that we include in the rankings,
with data shared freely and volun-
tarily, and we look forward to
working with all ranked universi-
ties to share our analysis and
insights.

The dramatic increase in institu-
tions’ engagement with these rank-
ings has not come without some
lingering disappointments, how-
ever. Some universities are still not-
able by their absence. We would
like to see engagement from univer-
sities in Paraguay, for example, and
the fact that Argentina’s flagship
University of Buenos Aires has
chosen not to subject itself to THE’s
rigorous global performance ana-
lysis is a matter of regret. With
seven Argentinian universities in the
top 60, Buenos Aires’ refusal leaves
an incomplete picture of the region.

From the rich performance data
that we now have, however, we can
make one clear and simple conclu-
sion: the Latin American higher
education sector, while under con-
siderable strain and with limited
resources, is a diverse community
with great potential. THE is
pleased to be able to share data and
insights that will support the
region’s universities.l

Some universities
are still notable
by their absence,
which leaves an
incomplete picture
of the region

Phil Baty
Editorial director, global rankings,
Times Higher Education

A dramatic increase in ranked institutions reflects
growing competition in the region, writes Phil Baty

Country/
region

Number of
institutions
in top 101+

Top institution Rank

Brazil 43 State University of Campinas 1
Chile 26 Pontifical Catholic University of Chile 3
Mexico 22 Monterrey Institute of Technology and Higher Education 5
Colombia 19 University of the Andes, Colombia 8
Argentina 7 National University of San Martín 19
Ecuador 5 University of San Francisco, Quito 71–80
Peru 3 Pontifical Catholic University of Peru 18
Venezuela 2 Simón Bolívar University 39
Costa Rica 1 University of Costa Rica 51–60
Jamaica 1 University of the West Indies 37

COUNTRIES REPRESENTED IN THE LATIN AMERICA UNIVERSITY RANKINGS 2018
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Many of the world’s best uni-
versities are now truly global
institutions. They attract

leading scholars and students from
all over the globe, partner with
institutions, governments and aca-
demics in other countries and
regions, educate their students to
become “global citizens”, and
work to address the world’s most
pressing challenges.

The University of the West Indies
– a public university with campuses
across the Caribbean – is similarly
highly international. But unlike
many of its peers, the bulk of its
global transformation has taken
place in just a handful of years, as
opposed to several decades or
centuries.

Just three years ago, UWI con-
sisted of three physical campuses
– in Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago,
and Barbados – as well as a virtual
“Open Campus”.

Today, the university has centres
in the US, China and Nigeria, has
plans to establish institutes in South
Africa and Canada, and has been
exploring opening a site in Europe.

“We have very aggressively gone
global,” says Sir Hilary Beckles,
the vice-chancellor of UWI, who
adds that the new international
centres have “changed the texture
of our university”.

While UWI had always consid-
ered itself to be an international
institution – given the diverse
make-up of its academics and staff

and its location in the Caribbean,
“the world’s first global village…
populated by all the cultures of the
world” – the recent changes have
transitioned the university from
“internationalism to globalism”,
he says.

“We can now proclaim that
UWI is now a transformed univer-
sity; it is now truly a global uni-
versity because we have institutes
and centres around the world, and
we are going to recruit students
into our centres around the world,”
Beckles says.

UWI’s “transformation” has
helped it become the first
Jamaica-based university to feature
in the Times Higher Education
Latin America University Rank-

The region’s best are extending their networks around the world without
neglecting their obligations closer to home. Ellie Bothwell reports

The house of the
international
spirits
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THE Latin America University Rankings 2018

ings, which covers the Latin Amer-
ica and Caribbean region.

The institution is ranked fourth
in the table on international out-
look, and it is a strong performer
when it comes to research influ-
ence, ranking 26th on the citation
impact measure.

UWI is not the only newcomer
to the list. This year, 129 univer-
sities from 10 nations make the
table, up from 82 institutions last
year. Overall, 49 of these are first-
time entrants.

The highest debut act is Brazil’s
Federal University of Rio
Grande do Sul, which occupies

10th place thanks to its strong
teaching and research environments
and its close links with industry.

Peru and Argentina also have
new headline acts. The Pontifical
Catholic University of Peru rejoins

the rankings in 18th place (it was
in the 2016 rankings but it did not
provide enough data to be ranked
last year), and Argentina’s National
University of San Martín is one
behind in 19th position.

However, while the expansion
of the table highlights a greater
range of institutions and countries,
it also results in large movements
for some of the established entrants.

For instance, the Federal Uni-
versity of Rio de Janeiro and the
National Autonomous University
of Mexico have both fallen out of
the top 10, dropping four and three
places, respectively, to take the
12th and 13th positions.

Within the top 10, the Univer-
sity of the Andes, Colombia has
also dropped, slipping three places
to eighth, partly because of a lower
industry income score, while the
Federal University of São Paulo

(UNIFESP) has climbed three
places to fourth thanks to improve-
ments in its research environment
and its citation impact.

The top three, however, remains
stable, with the State University of
Campinas (Unicamp) retaining the
number one spot for the second
year in a row, and the University
of São Paulo and the Pontifical
Catholic University of Chile hold-
ing on to second and third place,
respectively.

Marcelo Knobel, rector of Uni-
camp, attributes the university’s
success to three main factors: its
high share of postgraduate stu-
dents, improvements to academics’
research qualifications, and its
recent focus on innovation and
entrepreneurship through its sci-
ence and technology park.

But while Unicamp is number
one in the region, and while four

We have very
aggressively gone
global, and that
has changed the
texture of our
university
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From the beginning
the founders sought
international staff,
sought partnerships
with international
universities, sought
to educate our
students as global
citizens

other Brazilian universities make
the top 10, the country’s institu-
tions are in a precarious situation.

Brazil has fallen into its worst
recession on record, and federal
funding for science and technology
is also at its lowest level in recent
history; last year, Brazilian scien-
tists delivered to the nation’s con-
gress a petition with more than
80,000 signatures demanding a
reversal of cuts of 44 per cent to
the year’s allocations.

Knobel says that Unicamp and
Sao Paulo’s two other public uni-
versities (the University of São
Paulo and São Paulo State Univer-
sity) by law receive about 10 per
cent of the value added tax paid by
the public in the state.

But although this is a “rather
good” agreement that spares the
universities having to regularly
lobby the government for funding,
the economic crisis means that the
amount generated by these taxes is
currently very low.

“We are dealing with a deficit
of about $80 million [£60 million],
which is rather high, and we are
working very hard to find the equi-
librium between what we receive
and what we expend,” Knobel says.

He adds that while the university
receives about $200 million a year
from industry, this money is ear-
marked for infrastructure or specific
projects and cannot be used to fund
its highest expense – staff salaries.

Last month, four professors at
the university’s Institute of Com-
puting announced that they were
leaving, to go either to other uni-
versities in other countries or to the
private sector.

“We are facing the same prob-
lems in the medical school,”
Knobel says.

“We have some problems also
in attracting new good-quality fac-
ulty members because of their per-
spective of the career and the
economic situation of the country.
We are really worried about that,
and we really hope that the econ-
omy will improve soon.”

T hese travails are not unique to
Brazil. Countries across the
Latin America and Caribbean

region are experiencing some
severe financial problems.

Venezuela’s universities are suf-
fering from the country’s economic
collapse, sparked by a fall in oil
prices in the region in 2016. Insti-
tutions have cut their teaching
activities, and rising numbers of
students and teachers are quitting
or fleeing the country altogether
(see page 26).

Argentina’s economy is also
stuttering, with prices rising rap-
idly while the country’s peso drops.

And improvements to Ecuador’s
economy earlier this century are
being threatened by declining oil
prices and a stronger US dollar.
According to the World Bank, the
country’s lack of a local currency
and limited fiscal savings mean that
the government has been forced to
reduce public investment and curb
spending.

Jorge Gómez Tejada, director of

institutional development at the
University of San Francisco, Quito,
a private, liberal arts institution in
Ecuador, says that “private institu-
tions are financially more fragile
than public institutions because we
depend on the market, we depend
on our students, and we depend on
our own capacity to raise funds for
research”.

USFQ is Ecuador’s front-runner
in the rankings. It is in the 71-80
band this year, having dropped
from the 41-45 cohort because of a
lower score for its teaching environ-
ment, strong performances from
some rankings newcomers and
improvements by other institutions.

Reflecting on the university’s
financial situation, Gómez observes
that its private status, its “freedom
of not depending on the govern-
ment, allows you to think…more
entrepreneurially”, which can be
an advantage in straitened times.

USFQ, which was founded just
30 years ago, is also the “only true
liberal arts institution” in the coun-
try and the only private university
in Ecuador that provides financial
aid to 40 per cent of students from
its own budget, without receiving
scholarship funding from the gov-
ernment, he adds.

The university is ranked fourth
for citation impact and is number
one on the international outlook
measure. But unlike the Caribbe-
an’s UWI, this is not down to a
recent transformation but rather
the result of a strategy that has been
in place since the university’s estab-
lishment in 1988, Gómez explains.

“I think that because from the
beginning the founders sought [to
hire] international professors,
sought to create partnerships with
international universities, sought
to educate our students as global
citizens, the university has been so
successful at continuing on this
path,” he says.

USFQ now wants to “become
more present in the region” of
Latin America.

“We have been very successful
in establishing relationships with
American and European univer-
sities. In the next five years, we
look forward to establishing new
relationships with Latin American
universities. We look forward to
receiving more international stu-
dents, not only from Europe and
the US but from Latin America,”
Gómez says.

“We will be working more to
establish a reputation solidly in the
Latin American region.”l

AL
AM

Y
GE

TT
Y

THE_Rankings_LatAm_2018.indd 10 05/07/2018 15:16



Untitled-3 1 04/07/2018 11:27



Universidade Presbiteriana

1- The best Non-Public University
in the State of São Paulo;
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Partnerships;
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4- Continuing Education:
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42 Extension Courses.
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1 1 401–500 State University of Campinas Brazil 86.7 99.8 78.6 74.3 56.1 86.5
2 2 251–300 University of São Paulo Brazil 87.2 100.0 78.4 57.0 59.7 86.0
3 3 501–600 Pontifical Catholic University of Chile Chile 74.1 95.5 95.0 54.9 91.8 85.7
4 7 501–600 Federal University of São Paulo (UNIFESP) Brazil 89.9 90.4 87.9 39.1 41.9 83.6
5 6 601–800 Monterrey Institute of Technology and Higher Education Mexico 76.4 93.1 79.9 100.0 89.4 82.4
6 4 601–800 University of Chile Chile 73.1 91.6 90.4 35.4 80.3 81.5
7 9 601–800 Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (PUC-Rio) Brazil 78.7 93.5 63.4 100.0 78.2 80.0
8 5 601–800 University of the Andes, Colombia Colombia 78.5 82.3 93.0 44.7 77.8 79.8
9 11 601–800 Federal University of Minas Gerais Brazil 81.9 89.1 77.5 52.1 37.1 78.2

10 NR 601–800 Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul Brazil 82.2 87.0 77.4 83.8 33.4 78.1
11 12 601–800 São Paulo State University (UNESP) Brazil 87.5 95.8 43.7 40.6 50.3 76.8
12 8 601–800 Federal University of Rio de Janeiro Brazil 83.4 86.9 66.4 39.8 46.3 74.8
13 10 601–800 National Autonomous University of Mexico Mexico 74.1 87.7 60.6 95.4 74.2 73.5
14 15 801–1,000 Federal University of Santa Catarina Brazil 79.2 80.9 67.2 41.5 47.4 72.6
15 18 801–1,000 Federal University of São Carlos Brazil 78.5 86.7 51.8 60.0 33.6 71.0
16 19 801–1,000 University of Brasília Brazil 75.9 82.9 58.9 49.2 50.9 70.3
17 13 801–1,000 University of Concepción Chile 60.3 82.1 73.7 94.9 67.6 69.9
18 NR 601–800 Pontifical Catholic University of Peru Peru 70.4 62.3 97.1 36.6 71.3 68.9
19 NR NR National University of San Martín Argentina 67.1 65.0 88.2 37.6 71.1 67.5
20 17 801–1,000 University of Antioquia Colombia 67.0 86.9 55.4 59.2 43.9 66.3
21 31–35 1,001+ Federal University of Viçosa Brazil 76.2 81.8 31.8 77.9 34.5 65.9
22 26–30 801–1,000 National University of Córdoba Argentina 75.1 70.3 68.3 37.8 44.8 65.2
23 26–30 801–1,000 University of Santiago, Chile (USACH) Chile 65.6 77.7 53.6 35.9 65.2 64.8
24 22 501–600 Federico Santa María Technical University Chile 42.9 62.3 99.5 73.4 86.2 64.7
25 24 801–1,000 Rio de Janeiro State University (UERJ) Brazil 77.7 76.3 44.1 63.8 26.1 63.8
26 26–30 801–1,000 Metropolitan Autonomous University Mexico 65.7 83.1 54.1 54.9 39.6 63.7
27 =20 801–1,000 Pontifical Catholic University of Valparaíso Chile 65.6 64.0 56.8 80.7 66.4 63.5
28 23 801–1,000 Austral University of Chile Chile 56.1 58.1 80.2 80.2 75.8 63.2
29 25 501–600 Pontifical Javeriana University Colombia 57.4 55.2 98.6 35.6 55.5 63.1
30 NR NR Federal University of Bahia Brazil 67.0 73.4 61.3 36.4 33.2 62.2
31 =20 801–1,000 National University of Colombia Colombia 69.1 84.4 24.3 36.1 49.8 61.9
32 NR NR National University of La Plata Argentina 66.9 71.2 57.5 43.1 54.6 61.4
33 16 801–1,000 Pontifical Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS) Brazil 58.1 67.5 70.6 85.5 30.3 61.3
34 14 601–800 Federal University of ABC (UFABC) Brazil 58.5 58.7 75.6 55.9 53.5 61.2
35 26–30 801–1,000 Federal University of Pernambuco Brazil 73.4 66.4 48.7 45.8 23.5 60.5
36 51–60 1,001+ Federal University of Paraná (UFPR) Brazil 68.0 76.2 33.5 35.3 26.0 59.4
37 NR NR University of the West Indies Jamaica 49.1 53.7 78.9 35.3 88.8 58.0
38 NR NR National University of Cuyo Argentina 68.5 50.7 70.4 16.6 58.4 57.9
39 26–30 801–1,000 Simón Bolívar University Venezuela 68.8 65.5 40.0 86.8 42.0 57.2
40 36–40 1,001+ National Polytechnic Institute (IPN) Mexico 74.6 70.7 35.9 40.4 21.8 56.7

=41 NR NR Cayetano Heredia University Peru 49.6 40.8 99.9 37.9 46.4 56.6
=41 41–45 801–1,000 Pontifical Catholic University of Paraná Brazil 55.4 57.9 73.4 43.6 28.4 56.6

43 NR NR Torcuato Di Tella University Argentina 49.2 36.0 99.7 35.3 80.4 56.5
44 51–60 1,001+ Federal University of Lavras Brazil 62.0 74.0 25.9 49.5 26.3 56.4
45 41–45 1,001+ Fluminense Federal University Brazil 55.3 72.5 42.3 36.6 37.7 55.8
46 31–35 801–1,000 University of Valparaíso Chile 47.0 56.3 71.6 36.3 66.3 55.7
47 51–60 801–1,000 Federal University of Pelotas Brazil 43.3 56.5 82.3 35.3 26.1 55.6
48 51–60 1,001+ Londrina State University Brazil 66.6 68.3 37.8 15.7 20.5 54.7
49 NR NR Federal University of Technology – Paraná Brazil 65.8 72.0 28.6 46.3 25.4 54.4
50 41–45 NR University of the Andes, Chile Chile 31.5 61.9 67.4 35.9 76.1 53.9

Top 100
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51–60 31–35 NR Adolfo Ibáñez University Chile 35.6 27.2 83.5 38.2 88.6 49.4–53.4
61–70 NR Austral University Argentina 56.8 42.2 60.5 38.4 69.4 49.4–53.4
46–50 1,001+ Autonomous University of the State of Mexico Mexico 58.9 72.6 32.9 72.3 27.0 49.4–53.4
41–45 801–1,000 University of Costa Rica Costa Rica 46.2 39.7 73.3 28.0 65.1 49.4–53.4
36–40 501–600 Diego Portales University Chile 22.5 40.6 99.9 35.3 71.9 49.4–53.4
36–40 801–1,000 Federal University of Ceará (UFC) Brazil 52.6 48.5 58.2 43.0 30.2 49.4–53.4

NR 1,001+ Federal University of Santa Maria Brazil 64.0 59.8 33.9 42.4 19.9 49.4–53.4
NR NR Industrial University of Santander (UIS) Colombia 46.6 44.7 68.5 37.3 47.2 49.4–53.4
NR NR National University of the South Argentina 63.1 56.7 38.6 28.5 32.4 49.4–53.4

31–35 801–1,000 University of Talca Chile 39.1 50.0 74.3 26.7 69.4 49.4–53.4
61–70 46–50 1,001+ University of the Andes, Venezuela Venezuela 53.2 53.7 31.6 35.3 42.7 45.4–48.9

46–50 1,001+ Autonomous University of Puebla Mexico 54.2 54.7 41.6 35.4 26.4 45.4–48.9
NR NR Catholic University of Brasília Brazil 48.4 35.9 54.8 35.3 34.5 45.4–48.9

36–40 801–1,000 Del Rosario University Colombia 49.5 31.4 70.2 35.9 62.8 45.4–48.9
36–40 NR University of Desarrollo Chile 25.9 28.7 98.0 40.9 59.2 45.4–48.9
51–60 1,001+ Federal University of Goiás Brazil 36.1 58.5 46.0 49.3 22.6 45.4–48.9
51–60 801–1,000 Federal University of Rio Grande do Norte (UFRN) Brazil 45.8 45.3 51.6 65.5 26.0 45.4–48.9
31–35 801–1,000 University of La Frontera Chile 28.6 50.3 67.2 35.3 58.1 45.4–48.9

NR NR Michoacanan University of San Nicolas of Hidalgo Mexico 40.3 60.4 40.3 39.0 36.2 45.4–48.9
51–60 NR University of the North, Colombia Colombia 36.7 48.2 41.9 60.3 78.4 45.4–48.9

71–80 46–50 801–1,000 Andrés Bello University (UNAB) Chile 27.0 27.4 82.3 36.0 66.6 41.9–45.2
61–70 1,001+ Autonomous University of Nuevo León Mexico 48.6 47.3 40.9 39.1 35.8 41.9–45.2

NR NR Autonomous University of Querétaro Mexico 43.6 35.6 64.7 72.9 31.3 41.9–45.2
51–60 1,001+ Autonomous University of Yucatán Mexico 43.3 44.7 51.0 46.6 29.6 41.9–45.2

NR NR Federal University of Pará Brazil 48.7 39.6 50.5 37.1 27.3 41.9–45.2
NR NR University of Guanajuato Mexico 45.4 37.6 43.9 36.5 44.1 41.9–45.2
NR NR Pontifical Catholic University of São Paulo Brazil 74.2 45.0 0.6 35.3 24.4 41.9–45.2

41–45 NR University of San Francisco, Quito Ecuador 13.0 25.3 99.6 40.6 99.9 41.9–45.2
61–70 1,001+ University of the Sinos Valley Brazil 41.2 58.9 20.9 38.7 30.7 41.9–45.2
61–70 1,001+ State University of Maringá Brazil 56.8 50.6 22.3 36.7 21.2 41.9–45.2

81–90 51–60 NR Antonio Narino University Colombia 33.4 16.6 90.1 35.3 48.4 38.8–41.8
61–70 NR Autonomous University of Chile Chile 39.7 26.9 56.2 35.3 58.7 38.8–41.8

NR NR Autonomous University of San Luis Potosi Mexico 56.8 30.3 39.1 37.5 38.4 38.8–41.8
41–45 801–1,000 Catholic University of the North Chile 28.9 27.9 54.8 37.1 75.1 38.8–41.8

NR NR Universidad de las Américas Puebla (UDLAP) Mexico 22.9 31.6 65.7 37.5 82.3 38.8–41.8
NR 601–800 Federal University of Itajubá Brazil 32.2 48.6 41.2 45.4 36.2 38.8–41.8

51–60 1,001+ University of Guadalajara Mexico 39.9 45.5 31.4 16.3 32.1 38.8–41.8
61–70 NR Mackenzie Presbyterian University Brazil 47.5 39.8 43.3 41.3 32.9 38.8–41.8

NR NR Technical University of Loja Ecuador 21.3 20.5 86.5 35.3 69.5 38.8–41.8
NR NR University of Veracruz Mexico 51.9 45.5 22.3 35.3 27.3 38.8–41.8

91–100 NR NR Autonomous University of Sinaloa Mexico 16.1 9.1 88.0 38.2 23.9 30.9–38.0
61–70 NR Escuela Politécnica Nacional Ecuador 17.4 17.0 81.3 40.1 71.6 30.9–38.0

NR NR Escuela Superior Politécnica del Litoral Ecuador 15.9 11.0 90.5 36.4 75.9 30.9–38.0
NR NR University of Magallanes Chile 20.9 15.5 72.4 35.3 67.2 30.9–38.0
NR NR Playa Ancha University Chile 25.5 25.6 58.4 9.5 37.0 30.9–38.0

61–70 NR Pontifical Bolivarian University (UPB) – Medellín Colombia 41.9 35.6 22.9 44.1 42.6 30.9–38.0
NR NR Salesian Polytechnic University Ecuador 28.3 15.5 82.7 39.0 63.6 30.9–38.0
NR NR University of La Serena Chile 16.3 12.9 78.7 35.3 40.1 30.9–38.0

61–70 801–1,000 State University of Ponta Grossa Brazil 25.8 46.5 45.1 35.3 19.4 30.9–38.0
NR NR University of Tarapacá Chile 10.3 44.9 44.1 9.5 62.9 30.9–38.0

Top 100
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101+ NR NR Anáhuac University Mexico 31.1 10.5 10.5 40.3 40.7 12.9–30.7
NR NR University of Antofagasta Chile 19.2 5.3 70.2 – 58.3 12.9–30.7

71+ 1,001+ Autonomous University of Baja California Mexico 33.3 27.4 21.1 38.4 43.1 12.9–30.7
71+ 1,001+ Autonomous University of Hidalgo State (UAEH) Mexico 30.4 26.8 10.9 43.0 28.9 12.9–30.7
NR NR University of Bío-Bío Chile 26.8 13.6 38.6 45.0 55.4 12.9–30.7
NR NR Catholic University of the Most Holy Conception Chile 19.7 17.3 53.2 35.4 46.2 12.9–30.7
NR NR Ceará State University Brazil 21.7 12.7 26.5 – 17.1 12.9–30.7
NR NR CES University Colombia 18.8 12.1 1.7 39.1 42.9 12.9–30.7

71+ NR University of Colima Mexico 25.0 9.8 25.5 1.6 30.6 12.9–30.7
NR NR EAFIT University Colombia 26.5 21.2 8.3 46.2 35.7 12.9–30.7
NR NR Federal Rural University of the Semi-Arid Region Brazil 36.3 10.6 3.0 35.3 15.3 12.9–30.7

71+ NR Francisco José de Caldas District University Colombia 36.6 35.5 14.2 38.6 29.7 12.9–30.7
NR NR La Salle University Colombia 25.7 32.6 5.2 39.0 32.1 12.9–30.7
NR NR Universidad Mayor Chile 34.6 22.6 22.4 35.4 52.6 12.9–30.7
NR NR University of Medellín Colombia 33.7 24.2 22.3 35.3 51.8 12.9–30.7
NR NR Metropolitan Institute of Technology Colombia 12.0 6.3 9.4 35.3 21.8 12.9–30.7

71+ NR Nove de Julho University Brazil 25.5 9.0 33.5 36.5 22.8 12.9–30.7
NR NR Nueva Granada Military University Colombia 16.1 9.4 2.2 35.3 24.4 12.9–30.7
NR NR Peruvian University of Applied Sciences Peru 9.4 9.3 84.6 35.3 52.6 12.9–30.7

71+ NR Universidad Popular Autonoma del Estado de Puebla Mexico 25.2 14.4 6.6 59.8 44.0 12.9–30.7
71+ NR University of La Sabana Colombia 28.1 27.9 6.6 37.1 53.5 12.9–30.7
NR NR Saint Thomas University, Colombia Colombia 19.2 3.8 25.1 – 60.6 12.9–30.7
NR NR University of Sonora Mexico 28.2 28.9 25.1 35.5 38.7 12.9–30.7

71+ NR State University of Bahia Brazil 21.4 19.7 15.9 4.7 15.8 12.9–30.7
NR 1,001+ State University of Western Paraná (Unioeste) Brazil 29.2 21.3 7.9 35.8 14.7 12.9–30.7

71+ NR Technological University of Pereira Colombia 22.6 6.0 29.7 38.3 29.4 12.9–30.7
71+ NR Temuco Catholic University Chile 15.1 23.2 11.0 41.2 48.4 12.9–30.7
71+ NR University of Vale do Itajaí Brazil 19.2 26.5 30.0 36.0 22.3 12.9–30.7
NR NR Vila Velha University Brazil 22.4 10.8 22.7 35.4 17.6 12.9–30.7

NR = not ranked

Top 101+
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Alternative measures could lead to refinements and a more stable dataset, writes Duncan Ross

Careful calibration
One of the ways we evaluate
universities is by looking at
their published output.

This type of bibliometric
measure has a long history,
and there are various things
we could choose to explore
– from simple measures like
a count of papers or citations
to more complex ones like
the h-index.

There are also decisions
to be made about the scope
of this exploration. What types
of publications and sources
should we use?

In the Times Higher Educa-
tion World University Rankings,
we’ve chosen to use a “snow-
ball metric” – field-weighted
citation impact. This is quite
complex – it measures the rela-
tive impact of a paper within
its subject area, year of publi-
cation and publication type.
In practice, this gives us a
matrix of 8,600 cells into
which a publication may fall.

For each cell, we calculate

the average number of citations
received by a paper, and then
the ratio of the citations of a
specific paper to this average.

The final step is to calculate
the average value of publica-
tions associated with a particu-
lar university.

This seems to be a strong
measure – it is “objective”,
the calculation minimises
subject-specific issues (such
as the relatively low citation
count for papers in the arts
and humanities compared
with the sciences), and it is
available across all research-
intensive universities. So why
would we want to change it?

Well, as we explore the data
we see some oddities, both
at the publication level and
also at the university level.

In terms of papers, the
first, and somewhat depressing,
insight is that most papers
are never cited. And of those
that are, a small percentage
have a huge number of cit-

ations. This causes problems
when we look at using the
average FWCI of a university.

A few, very highly cited
papers can raise the score of
a university significantly without
being typical of that university’s
output. If those papers drop out
of the time period we analyse
(each edition of the ranking
analyses publications indexed
over the previous five years),
a university may see significant
changes to its score from one
year to the next.

So what could we do?
Well, instead of employing the
average, we could use the
median. This is a preferred
approach in the world of
statistics when looking at this
type of distribution – and is
why statistical agencies tend
to look at median rather than
mean salaries.

But we can’t do that. Our
median (for most universities)
would be zero.

However, if we’re looking at

a measure based on a percen-
tile there is no specific reason
to choose the 50th percentile
(the median) – so instead
we’re exploring the 75th per-
centile (see graph above).

This alternative approach
would produce much greater
stability in our Latin America
University Rankings in particu-

lar; universities in this ranking
are even more susceptible to
year-on-year changes in citation
count as the table’s lower eligi-
bility criteria mean that they
need to publish only 200
papers in a five-year period
(down from 1,000 in the World
University Rankings).

Of course there will be
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Citation score (average field-weighted citation impact)
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This graph shows how the 75th percentile method of
calculating citation impact would affect the citation score
of universities in the ranking. Universities above the trend
line would receive a higher score if the 75th percentile
were used; those below the trend line would perform
better based on the traditional, average
field-weighted citation impact method

This graph shows that a few papers with a high field-weighted
citation impact pull the average of University B above
University A, even though it has far fewer cited papers
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winners
and losers
(we can see
some of the
potential impact in the
graph below).

Another benefit of this alter-
native approach is that it would
allow us to fully reincorporate
“kilo author papers” – big sci-
ence papers with thousands of
authors. We currently use a frac-
tional counting approach to
deal with these articles, so they
do not have a disproportionate
impact on the citation scores of
a small number of universities,
but moving to a single approach
across all publications seems
the right thing to do.

And one final positive – we
could open our rankings more
widely. If this approach pro-
vides stability to the citation
count of universities with fewer
than 1,000 papers, then there
is no reason for us to exclude
universities that are en route
to research excellence.l

Overall score

100

Mexico City

80

70

60

50

40

To share your views, email
profilerankings@timeshighereducation.com

Quito

Bogotá

Lima

Santiago

Buenos Aires

São Paulo

This map shows the
distribution of

universities by overall
score in the rankings.

Circles with an outline
represent institutions
that were not ranked
last year, highlighting

the significant
expansion of the table
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The performance indicators used in the World University
Rankings are the bedrock of all our tables. But as every
region is unique, we make some recalibrations to reflect
this in our Latin America University Rankings

The Times Higher Education World University Rankings are the only global performance tables
that judge research-intensive universities across all their core missions: teaching, research,
knowledge transfer and international outlook. The Latin America University Rankings uses the
same 13 carefully calibrated performance indicators to provide the most comprehensive and
balanced comparisons, trusted by students, academics, university leaders, industry and even
governments – but the weightings are specially recalibrated to reflect the characteristics
of emerging economy universities.

The performance indicators are grouped into five areas: TEACHING (the learning environment);
RESEARCH (volume, income and reputation); CITATIONS (research influence); INTERNATIONAL
OUTLOOK (staff, students and research); and INDUSTRY INCOME (knowledge transfer).

Exclusions
Universities are excluded from the Latin
America University Rankings if they do not
teach undergraduates or if their research
output amounted to fewer than 200
publications between 2012 and 2016.
Universities can also be excluded if 80 per
cent or more of their activity is exclusively
in one of our 11 subject areas.

Data collection
Institutions provide and sign off their
institutional data for use in the rankings.
On the rare occasions when a particular
data point is not provided – which affects
only low-weighted indicators such as
industrial income – we enter a conservative
estimate. By doing this, we avoid penalising
an institution too harshly with a “zero” value
for data that it overlooks or does not
provide, but we do not reward it for
withholding them.

Getting to the final result
Moving from a series of specific data points to indicators, and finally to a total score for
an institution, requires us to match values that represent fundamentally different data.
To do this we use a standardisation approach for each indicator, and then combine the
indicators in the proportions indicated to the right.

The standardisation approach we use is based on the distribution of data within a particular
indicator, where we calculate a cumulative probability function, and evaluate where a
particular institution’s indicator sits within that function. A cumulative probability score
of X in essence tells us that a university with random values for that indicator would fall
below that score X per cent of the time.

For all indicators except for the Academic Reputation Survey we calculate the cumulative
probability function using a version of Z-scoring. The distribution of the data in the
Academic Reputation Survey requires us to add an exponential component.

The most recent Academic Reputation Survey (run
annually) that underpins this category was carried out
in January to March 2018. It examined the perceived
prestige of institutions in teaching. The responses were
statistically representative of the global academy’s
geographical and subject mix. The 2018 data are
combined with the results of the 2017 survey, giving
more than 20,000 responses.

As well as giving a sense of how committed an institu-
tion is to nurturing the next generation of academics,
a high proportion of postgraduate research students
also suggests the provision of teaching at the highest
level that is thus attractive to graduates and effective
at developing them. This indicator is normalised to take
account of a university’s unique subject mix, reflecting
that the volume of doctoral awards varies by discipline.

Institutional income is scaled against academic staff
numbers and normalised for purchasing-power parity
(PPP). It indicates an institution’s general status and
gives a broad sense of the infrastructure and facilities
available to students and staff.

Reputation
survey
15%

Staff-to-
student ratio

5%

Doctorate-to-
bachelor’s ratio

5%

Institutional
income

6%

Doctorates awarded-to-
academic staff ratio

5%

Teaching
(the learning environment)

36%

Adjusted figures
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Industry
income
(knowledge
transfer)

2.5%

Reputation
survey
18%

Research
income

6%

The most prominent indicator in this category
looks at a university’s reputation for research
excellence among its peers, based on the
responses to our annual Academic Reputation
Survey (see left).

Research income is scaled against academic
staff numbers and adjusted for PPP. This is a
controversial indicator because it can be
influenced by national policy and economic
circumstances. But income is crucial to the
development of world-class research, and
because much of it is subject to competition and
judged by peer review, our experts suggested that
it was a valid measure. This indicator is fully
normalised to take account of each university’s
distinct subject profile, reflecting the fact that
research grants in science subjects are often
bigger than those awarded for the highest-quality
social science, arts and humanities research.

To measure productivity we count the volume
of scholarly output including articles, reviews,
conference proceedings, books and book
chapters indexed by Elsevier’s Scopus database
per scholar, scaled for institutional size and
normalised for subject. This gives a sense of
the university’s ability to get papers published
in quality peer-reviewed journals.

A university’s ability to help
industry with innovations,
inventions and consultancy
has become a core mission
of the contemporary global
academy. This category seeks
to capture such knowledge-
transfer activity by looking
at how much research income
an institution earns from
industry (adjusted for PPP),
scaled against the number
of academic staff it employs.

The category suggests the
extent to which businesses
are willing to pay for research
and a university’s ability
to attract funding in the
commercial marketplace
– useful indicators of
institutional quality.

Our research influence indicator looks
at universities’ role in spreading new
knowledge and ideas.

We examine research influence by capturing
the number of times a university’s
published work is cited by scholars globally.
This year, our bibliometric data supplier
Elsevier examined more than 62 million
citations to 12.4 million journal articles,
conference proceedings and books and
book chapters published over five years.
The data include the 23,000 academic
journals indexed by Elsevier’s Scopus
database and all indexed publications
between 2012 and 2016. Citations to
these publications made in the six years
from 2012 to 2017 are also collected.

The citations help to show us how much
each university is contributing to the sum
of human knowledge: they tell us whose
research has stood out, has been picked up
and built on by other scholars and, most
importantly, has been shared around the
global scholarly community to expand the
boundaries of our understanding,
irrespective of discipline.

The data are normalised to reflect variations
in citation volume between different subject
areas. This means that institutions with high
levels of research activity in subjects with
traditionally high citation counts do not gain
an unfair advantage.

In 2015-16, we excluded papers with more
than 1,000 authors because they were
having a disproportionate impact on the
citation scores of a small number of univer-
sities. In 2016-17, we designed a method
for reincorporating these papers. Working
with Elsevier, we have developed a new
fractional counting approach that ensures
that all universities where academics are
authors of these papers will receive at least
5 per cent of the value of the paper, and
where those that provide the most
contributors to the paper receive
a proportionately larger contribution.

Citations
(research influence)

20%

Research
productivity

10%

International
collaboration
2.5%

International-
to-domestic-
student ratio
2.5%

International-
to-domestic-
staff ratio
2.5%

Research
(volume, income and reputation)

34%

International
outlook
(staff, students,
research)

7.5%

The ability of a university to attract
undergraduates, postgraduates and
faculty from all over the planet is key
to its success on the world stage.

In the third international indicator,
we calculate the proportion of a
university’s total research publica-
tions that have at least one inter-
national co-author and reward higher
volumes. This indicator is normalised
to account for a university’s subject
mix and uses the same five-year
window as the “Citations: research
influence” category.
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A lmost two-thirds (61 per cent)
of Venezuelans now live in
extreme poverty, according to

the 2017 National Survey of Living
Conditions (Encovi), conducted by
researchers at the Central Univer-
sity of Venezuela, Andrés Bello
Catholic University (UCAB) and
Simón Bolívar University and pub-
lished in February.

The government has deliberately
destroyed private entrepreneurship
in the country, with more than
200,000 mid-sized and major
industries closing in the past 13
years. All industries and farms that
have been expropriated by the state
are either not producing to capac-
ity or have been destroyed. The
decline in oil production is evident.

As a result of the country’s eco-
nomic crisis, which was caused pri-
marily by controls on private
commercial activity and overbear-
ing governmental control, record
numbers of Venezuelans have left
the country since 2016.

Last year, tens of thousands of
people took to the streets to protest.
The demonstrations resulted in
about 165 recorded deaths and
more than 15,000 injuries. About
5,000 people were detained, and
some of them were beaten, sexually
assaulted or given electric shocks.

The crisis has paralysed Vene-
zuelan universities. But it is not just
economic problems that have hob-
bled higher education. The state has
created several new institutions that
are universities in name only – they
are inadequately staffed (they lack
qualified teachers and high-calibre
researchers), and have poor infra-
structure (they have little in the way
of libraries, modern IT equipment
and internet access, laboratories
and research facilities). Not only
that, the government has destroyed
autonomous universities by reduc-
ing their budgets and restricting
university autonomy itself.

Since March, the University of
Zulia in Maracaibo has reduced its
teaching activities to three days a
week because students and teach-
ers have struggled to attend.

According to the rector of the

University of Oriente in Cumaná,
25 per cent of teachers and 40 per
cent of students have withdrawn.

The National Experimental Uni-
versity of Táchira also recently
announced the suspension of its
academic activities because of a
lack of funds.

Academics across the country
have reported that they cannot
afford to pay bus fares or to repair
or refuel their cars to get to class.

The academic secretary of Cen-
tral University has reportedly said
that in some weeks he signs up to
3,000 degree certificates for
“graduates who leave” the country.

Between them, Central Univer-
sity, UCAB and Simón Bolívar are
estimated to have lost more than
1,000 teachers in the past five
years.

The inadequate state financing
for undergraduate teaching, the
elimination of funding programmes
for research and postgraduate
studies, the lack of scholarship
schemes and the low academic sal-
aries have forced universities to
suspend postgraduate programmes
and to eliminate lines of research.

When political conditions in the
country eventually change,
an enormous effort should

be made to ensure that universities
and research institutes regain the
status that they enjoyed until the end
of the last century. Yet this will be
difficult because a new government
will need to tackle other areas – such

as poverty, health and the ailing econ-
omy – that are of equal or greater
importance and always turn out to
be more pressing than education.

Some of the qualified profession-
als who have emigrated will surely
return to the country, but not all
will be able to do so. Therefore, it
will take some years and a lot of
substantial policies, resources, com-
mitment and effort for Venezuela
to have once again internationally
competitive universities.

However, some university pro-
fessors, researchers and students
are willing to stick with Venezuela
and its universities. This is a noble
sacrifice and undertaking. In this
devastated country, it is a great
achievement to think about pub-
lishing a paper or preparing a
good-quality class for students.

One way to help safeguard
teaching and research is through
international cooperation, such as
joint research projects with inter-
national peers, more opportunities
for Venezuelan academics to attend
international scientific conferences
and arrangements for visiting over-
seas professors to deliver courses.

More junior academics in Vene-
zuela need opportunities to spend
time, even short periods, in research
laboratories in other parts of the
world to carry out part of a research
project or complete a PhD thesis.

Without such help from the
international academic community,
higher education in Venezuela will
be damaged even further.l

International academic solidarity could help the scholars, researchers and
students hit hard by Venezuela’s economic crisis, suggests Claudio Bifano

Assistance required

Claudio Bifano
Professor of chemistry,
Central University of Venezuela

One way to
help safeguard
teaching and
research is through
international
cooperation
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The culmination of the Colom-
bian peace process effectively
resulted in the end of more

than 50 years of internal, organised
and armed conflict with the Farc
guerrilla movement. Needless to
say, after decades of war, the
effects, repercussions and chal-
lenges of having achieved peace
can be felt in every aspect of
Colombian society.

Education is no exception. The
impact of the peace-building pro-
cess can be felt in academic institu-
tions and classrooms all over the
country. Conscious of the vital role
of education and young people in
the new society we aim to build,
we at the University of the Andes
(Uniandes) are proud to say that
we have geared our efforts to raise
awareness among our academic
community of this huge change.

This has resulted in the launch
of several programmes and initia-
tives that target the same objective:
peace. Examples of the transform-
ation at Uniandes include the cre-

ation of a new master’s degree
programme in peace-building, our
Día Paíz (Day for Peace) celebra-
tions, and student initiatives such
as LiderAndes, which provides
financial support to undergraduates.

Our pioneering master’s degree
in peace-building has been specially
designed to address fundamental
subjects such as conflict, peace,
transition, memory and post-
conflict periods, building on a
diversity of perspectives and all
areas of knowledge.

We aim to offer a broad, inter-
disciplinary approach to the post-
conflict period, including aspects
such as the restoration of justice to
civilian life, reparations for victims,
coexistence and reconciliation, in
the hope of building a more real-
istic picture of the society we now
encounter.

Our desire is to prepare profes-
sionals from all areas and interests
– not just those who intend to work
directly on the transition to peace
or the challenges of the post-conflict

period, but also those dedicated to
research on these subjects.

Meanwhile, Día Paíz encom-
passes a number of celebrations
that recognise the symbolic import-
ance of national peace and the
strong patriotic feelings that have
resulted from the peace negotiation
process. Seven universities across
the country each devote half a day
during the same week to reflect on
peace in different contexts.

At Uniandes, Día Paíz is a Peace-
building Summit organised by stu-
dents, academics and members of
our local communities who wish
not only to build peace on campus
but also to set an example for civil
society in general.

As for LiderAndes, this is an all-
student fundraising initiative
that has contributed greatly

to the transformation of our com-
munity. The programme, led by a
group of students, seeks to support
low-income students who wish to
study at our university.

The leadership, solidarity and
commitment behind this project has
had such a significant impact that
it has motivated the university to
provide additional matching fund-
ing: the university now donates a
peso for every peso raised by
students.

LiderAndes provides an oppor-
tunity for students across the coun-
try to benefit from private
university education, and conse-
quently helps to reduce social gaps
and inequalities.

Although there are still many
challenges to address and many
aspects that require more work and
continued effort in order to achieve
a successful implementation of the
peace agreements, there is no doubt
about the positive and beneficial
effects that the peace deal has
already had on Colombian society.

We at the University of the
Andes vow to keep investing in
peace-building through every
means possible, taking advantage
of this unique historical opportun-
ity, and contributing to a peaceful
and reconciled country.l

As it puts decades of war behind it, Colombia needs to build lasting peace,
which is why that is at the heart of Uniandes’ mission, says Pablo Navas

Sing a song of harmony

Pablo Navas Sanz de Santamaría
Rector, University of the Andes, Colombia

Día Paíz is a summit
organised by
students, academics
and members of our
local communities
who wish to build
peace on campus
and also to set an
example for civil
society
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F or the past four years, the Uni-
versity of Chile has been actively
engaged in a national debate

concerning the country’s education
system. As promised by the govern-
ment installed in 2014, congress
and society were asked to analyse
and modify the drastic changes that
were introduced to higher education
by Augusto Pinochet’s dictatorship
in the early 1980s.

Those changes – which included
a laissez-faire policy for private uni-
versities and the creation of a state
fund for institutions that admit top-
performing students – had gone
unchallenged for decades.

As a result of the discussions,
two new laws were enacted: one
approved free higher education for
poor students and increased regu-
lation of the quality of higher edu-
cation; the other doubled the budget
assigned to public universities,
reduced bureaucracy for those insti-
tutions and recognised the specific
qualities of public universities.

Before these reforms, principles
that are almost universally accepted
as major goals of public universities
had, to a large extent, been forgot-
ten in Chile.

These characteristics include
universities’ contribution to social
cohesion through pluralism and
inclusion; the quality and perti-
nence of their graduates; the sense
of citizenship that they instil; their
responsibility for cultural heritage;
and their contribution to nationally
and locally relevant research and
innovation.

This conventional understand-
ing of public education had been
challenged in Chile by a system
that saw for-profit institutions
receive state subsidies on equal
terms with not-for-profit and pub-
lic institutions. This ideological
framework did much damage to
Chile’s public primary and second-
ary education system.

The University of Chile, on the
other hand, continued to play a
dominant role in the country’s
higher education landscape, despite
the adverse political context.

That resilience is partly for

deep-rooted historical reasons. An
apt metaphor for the role that the
University of Chile has played since
its creation in 1842 is that of a
building crane for the construction
of a new republic.

The university has constantly
engaged itself in national projects
that are beyond the tasks expected
of universities in other latitudes: it
was directly involved in laying the
foundations of Chile’s public edu-
cation system and national health
system, the movement for women’s
right to vote, the eradication of
infant malnutrition, and the cre-
ation of the National Symphony
Orchestra, to name a few examples.

Faced with an “every man for
himself” environment at odds with
the university’s founding values, the
University of Chile did not capitu-
late or adapt, but rather played a
role in changing that context.

It helped to end the military inter-
vention and, after the return of
democracy, it produced new by-laws
in an exceptional act of disobedi-
ence to Pinochet’s legacy. These
included the introduction of a new
university council representing both
staff and students (Pinochet had for-
bidden student participation in uni-
versity governance).

The student movement of 2011,
which sought to end for-profit
education, startled the country and
made inevitable the recent discus-
sions about its university system.

The student voice forced the
debate to consider not only an ideo-
logical, value-driven perspective of

the higher education model, but an
empirical one that would consider
the real impact of the new system
on aspects such as student debt and
learning outcomes.

During the debates, arguments
often ignored the fact that the state
plays at least two different roles in
education: regulator and provider.

For example, the government
proposed that the state should halt
financial aid to students in public
universities when the institution does
not meet certain quality standards.
Obviously, in such a case, hopefully
exceptional, it would be expected
that the state act immediately at the
institutional level to ensure quality
rather than punish students.

It also proposed that public uni-
versities should not be able to
increase their enrolment if they
benefit from the scrapping of tui-
tion fees – a policy idea that would
have seen the state forbid its own
universities from attending to the
needs of young people and society.

Both those proposals were
defeated. One major achievement
was the reinstallation of a council
representing public universities.

In summary, the debate on
higher education was extremely
healthy for Chilean society.

The previous higher education
model centred on the blind belief
that competition would bring
about better universities. In fact,
collaboration and complementarity
are needed to solve the complex
scientific, technological and social
problems that Chile faces.l

The University of Chile has helped to undo the Pinochet regime’s repressive
changes to the country’s higher education system, writes Ennio Vivaldi

Newly renovated

Ennio Vivaldi
Rector, University of Chile

Before these recent
reforms, principles
almost universally
accepted as major
goals of public
universities had, to
a large extent, been
forgotten in Chile
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